H2   STORIES  THAT  WORDS  TELL  US.

necks of two oxen, and attached to a plough or
wagon which they have to draw.

The word earn reminds us of a time when the
chief way of earning money or payment of any
kind was field-labour; for this word, which means
so many things now, comes from an old Teutonic
word meaning field-labour. The same word be-
came in German ernte, which means " harvest/1

Another common word with somewhat the same
meaning as earn is gain; and this, again, takes us
back to a time when our early ancestors won their
profits by the grazing of their flocks. The word
gain came into English from an Old French word,
but this word in its turn came from a Teutonic
word meaning to graze or pasture. The first people
who used the word earn for other ways of getting
payment than field-labour, and the word gain in a
general sense, were really making metaphors.

Some of our commonest words take us back to a
time before our ancestors even settled down to cul-
tivate the land, or perhaps even before the days
when they had learned to tarne and give pasturage
to their flocks. Some of our simplest words con-
tain the idea of travelling or wandering. The word
fear, which would not seem to have anything to do
with journeying, comes from the same root-word
as fare, the Old English word for " travel," Prob-
ably it came to be used because people travelling
through the wild forests and swamps of Europe in
those far-off days found much to terrify them, and